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Humanitarian
Passes Away

It is with great sadness that the City of Topeka reports the passing of
Gary K. Clarke, the first director of the Topeka Zoo, current Topeka Zoo
Director Emeritus and President for Life of Cowabunga Safaris.

Gary came to Topeka in 1963 as the City’s very first Zoo Director. It didn't
take much time for the community to realize that Gary embodied a
personality and charisma unlike anyone else. From a Noah’s Ark
Fundraising Campaign to a romance between two gorillas named Max
and Tiffany, Topeka began to fall in love with its Zoo and its leader.

What truly made Gary unique was his innovative approach and his desire
to advance the standards of animal care throughout the zoological
profession. In 1974, when the Topeka Zoo opened the first Rain Forest
exhibit of any zoo, zoos around the world took notice. When other Zoo
Directors would tell Gary that they were going to build something similar
only bigger and better, Gary would reply, “That’s fine but we did it first.”

His, "We did it first" attitude led to innovation, after innovation and when
he started referring to the Zoo as the World Famous Topeka Zoo the
expression was embraced by the community. When Gary left the Zoo in
1989 at the pinnacle of the World Famous Topeka Zoo era, the Zoo had
an annual visitor-ship of nearly 300,000 people.

Gary left the Zoo to focus full-time on his safari business, Cowabunga
Safaris. He led 140 safaris to and around Africa. He loved both the lands
and the people he traveled to. A Cowabunga Safari is different than othe.
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safaris by how it connects its travelers to the experience, that is Africa. At
one point, nearly a generation of Zoo directors traveled to Africa with
Gary. Those experiences shaped how African exhibits within Zoos were
developed and interpreted.

In the Zoo community, Gary was a leader and an icon. In Africa, he was
known by many different names; each showing the affection of how he
was revered. In the Topeka community, he was humble, proud and
giving. He will be missed.

Barwsh

TOPEKA
FREE HOUSE PAINTING!

The City of Topeka is partnering with the Group Workcamps Home Repair Program.
Individuals and youth from around the country will spend July 7-13, 2019 in our
commmunity performing home painting projects.

NO GIMMICKS - NO LOANS - NO LIENS

To be eligible, you must meet the following guidelines:
* Registered Home owner

INCOME GUIDELINES:

- Home is Single Story & less than 28’ in height Iperson- $38,450
« Someone 18 years of age or older must be present during time of work = 2 Persons-$43,950
» Must income qualify according to guidelines (right) 3 persons - $49,450
+ All household members will be checked for listing on the Kansas 4 persons - $54,900

offender Registry 5 persons - $59,300
« Project must be able to be completed in one week 6 persons - 563,700

7 persons - $68,100

APPLY AT 620 SE MADISON ST. 8 parsons- 372,600

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED

SPONSORED BY:
g #7232 Capitol
MADVISORS (@) Fekirai

Trne By

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Shane Wilson 785-368-4492

Property
Maintenance and
Habitat for .
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Humanity Code
Compliance
Video

The City of Topeka Department of
Property Maintenance and Habitat
for Humanity have partnered for a
monthly Facebook Live video
series. This series discusses code
violations and the simple ways that
you can fix them in your own
home. This month's topic was
examining and replacing light
fixtures.

Recent Updates

* There have been 15 broken water mains year to date. At this time
last year there were 54 water main breaks.

e Utilities billing customers will see prorated charges on their next bill
due to the 2019 rates going into effect.

* Housing Services will start taking applications for the Property
Maintenance Rehabilitation grant on February 1st. =
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* Public Works staff attended a Kansas Concrete Awards Ceremony on
Friday and received recognition for two projects: (1) SW Oakley (from

10th to 12th) and Washington Street (8th to 10th).

TOPEKA ZOO

HOLIDAY LIGHT
RECYCLING DRIVE

Old and broken lights can be dropped off to
the marked containers at the Zoo’s front entrance

November 15th - January 15th, 2019

3 . . Rope lights, garland lights, C7, €9, mini lights, and LED holiday lights are all accepted. Yard light displays R
- \¥can be accepted as long as they contain electric wiring and can be broken down to lay flat for storage and
transportation. Please do NOT drop off holiday trees with lights still attached to them.

*opeka zoo

& conservation center

Snow and Ice Removal Plan

Winter weather is here. Check out the city's snow and ice removal plan.

You can also see a map of all the streets in Topeka to see if they have
been treated.

1. Priority 1: Primary Streets: Arterial Streets and Emergency Snow
routes

Service Level - Plowing will typically begin with 2" of snow accumulation.
Complete snow and ice control within 24 hours of snowfall ending. =
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2.  Priority 2: Secondary Streets: Collector Streets

Service Level - Plowing will typically begin with 4” of snow accumulation.
Complete snow and ice control within 24 hours after Priority 1
completion.

3. Priority 3: Residential Streets: Local Streets

Service Level - Plowing will typically begin with 6” of snow accumulation

to ensure that they are passable to emergency services and general
public as necessary upon completion of Priorities 1 through 2.

Coming Up

¢ City Council Meeting, January 15th at 6 p.m.
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Brent Trout

This weekly report is presented to
you from the office of City Manager
Brent Trout.

For other weekly reports, visit

the City's website

This report was produced through
our open data portal. We have
several other open data portals to
help connect you with the work we
do, including portals that let you:

* Visualize Topeka's $270M
budget

* See Topeka's expenses, one

check at a time

* Navigate our major

infrastructure projects

* Track departments' progress

toward our goals
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